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City of Glenns Ferry City Council Regular Meeting    September 27, 2016 
 
The regular City Council meeting of the City of Glenns Ferry was opened and called to 
order at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, September 27, 2016, by Mayor Connie Wills.  
 
Members Present: Robert Janousek, Larry Stevenson, Kenny Thompson, Mayor 
Connie Wills 
 
Staff Present:   Debra Rowan, Jeff Cook, Derik Janousek, Lt Wade, Bonnie Layton 
   
Others Present: Aussie, Gib & Melanie Brown, Anthony Santare, JoAnne Lanham, 
Mike & Nancy Hollinshead, Glenn & Lydia Thompson, Scott & Lynda Smith, Jak 
Krieger, David and Lynette Payne, Donna Carnahan, Justin Wootan 
      
Item 1. OPEN MEETING / ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE: 
 
  X   Kenny Thompson            X   Robert Janousek 
  X   Larry Stevenson           _   Susan Case 
     X   Mayor Connie Wills 
 
***For the record Councilwoman Susan Case is absent*** 
 
Item 2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Wills:  Join me in the Pledge of Allegiance please.    
    
Item 3.  MOTION TO:  Adopt Agenda: 
Janousek: I make motion to adopt the agenda.  
Stevenson: Second.  
Mayor Wills: All in favor, all-ayes 
 
Item 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: Please Sign InTo Speak: (For informational 

purposes only on items not placed on the meeting agenda.  No 
actions or decisions can be made on public comments.  Please limit 
comments to three (3) minutes): 

Payne: David Payne, 966 Old Highway 30, Glenns Ferry.  I have two items I’d like  
to address to the council tonight. 
I came in to start a water account on an additional property that we purchased here, in  
addition to the two accounts that we already have for our business and our home and  
the city requires a deposit.  I understand that is standard procedure, however, if the  
intent is to make sure that person is going to pay their bills, I submit to the council that  
eight (8) years in one residence and seven (7) in another account already establishes  
my trustworthiness as far as this account goes and I would ask the council to consider a  
change to that ordinance, or that rule, or that policy to allow people with established  
accounts they have to forego this.   
The second item has to do with the water tower.  I became aware of a situation today  
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where, because of a sell of adjoining property that goes within the fall footprint of that  
tower, they were required an inspection.  Two things, it maybe not so much that it’s an  
eye sore as it’s not as nice looking as it could be but part of the routing  
maintenance required for a structure like that is to be regularly painted, it  
inhibits corrosion and things that would then cause it to be a safety hazard, so I’d like to  
submit that to the council for consideration.  We really ought to come up with a plan,  
something that will make it an asset to the city as well as to decrease the possibility that  
can become a liability to the city.  
Shroll: Randy Shroll, I’m with the Idaho Department of Commerce.  About  
the water tower, if you do look to plans for the future for that tower, take a look at what  
Rupert, Idaho has done.  They just repainted their water tower, they have a brand new  
city logo and they painted that logo on their tower and it’s absolutely beautiful and it’s  
the first thing you see when you come into town.  It’s not an eye sore, it’s actually an  
icon to the city.  They did that as part of, ‘Operation Facelift,’ they put money together,  
went out and sought donations from local Hardware for the paint and what not.             
 
Item 5. ITEMS MOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA FOR FURTHER    
  DISCUSSION: 
 
Item 6. MOTION TO:  Consent Agenda (Roll-Call Vote): 

A. Payables for September 2016: 
B. City Council Meeting Minutes for September 13, 2016: 

Thompson: I make motion to accept consent agenda.  
Stevenson: Second.  
Mayor Wills: Roll call vote, Janousek-aye, Thompson-aye, Stevenson-aye.  
 
Item 7.  PRESENTATION:  Randy Shroll, Idaho Department of Commerce and 

Ethan Mansfield, Department of Labor will present their Elmore 
County economic situation analysis: 

Randy Shroll, Idaho Department of Commerce, gave presentation about 
planning/how to plan for the future, situation analysis, location quotations, next step 
information of planning the future going forward.      
Ethan Mansfield, Department of Labor, gave presentation about the bases for  
understanding about what the economy looks like in Elmore County, employment by  
industry in Elmore County, our major industries, our economic bases, unemployment   
rate, jobs and wages, sectors in the economy and how many jobs they employ in  
Elmore County, the work force the supply and labor the people who live here now and  
how to fill in the gaps by the community and how the community makes decisions about  
the types of jobs they bring in, the types of people their able to attracted to fill those  
jobs.        
 
Item 8.     DISCUSSION/MOTION:  City of Glenns Ferry and King Hill Irrigation 

Agreement: 
Stevenson: I have been aware of some issues that we have really got to go back and  
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look hard at.  Justin is here to represent the King Hill Irrigation District Board.  We’ve  
worked hard and thought we had a fairly well working agreement but as Jeff Cook  
pointed out by putting some pencil to the figures and the numbers, I don’t think we’re  
going to be able to make it work without some adjustments.  When we look at how  
much water is being put into town from King Hill Irrigation we realized that putting more  
irrigation water in by pumping more irrigation water wasn’t the answer to our problem,  
it’s getting the distribution system and letting people learn how to manage the water we  
do have in town.  The biggest problem we have is our distribution system is shot, it  
needs a lot of work done on it and so we are trying to figure out a way to make this work  
equitably and give people a realistic view of keeping their yards green.  
Cook: Currently with the way this contract is set up city would take over the  
management, we would collect King Hill user fees but then we would transfer that  
money to King Hill Irrigation.  It’s not set in stone but what I figured, we charge about 3   
to 4 dollars more then what King Hill Irrigation does and so if we were to put everybody  
on level paying field and charge the same rate to everybody, King Hill has 649 lots in  
town, the city has 430 lots and there is approximately 641 that need irrigation water, if  
you break that out financially King Hills collecting $34,992.00, the city collects  
$23,474.00, and the need if they were hooked up and paying that would be a collection  
of $35,429.00 at the current rates, if we take and add all those together  were at  
$93,895.00, if we give King Hill Irrigation back their $51.00 a lot charge that takes  
$33,000.00 out of it.  We currently have a $16,000.00 carriage agreement with King Hill  
Irrigation to pump the city’s water right for delivery, that takes it down to $44,147.00, so  
if we subtract out those that are not hooked up that only leaves $8,718.00 that’s enough  
to repair supplies, and to do it, we know we’re going to have to have somebody that  
that’s their full responsibility, so, at those current rates we don’t have the money to hire  
somebody to do it, we’re strung out now with what we do have with man power and that  
would string us out even further plus you would have nothing to be putting away to even  
replace any pipes.  So, just playing I doubled everything, I took it to $100.00 per lot, it’s  
cheaper than if your using domestic water but at the same time it’s still going to put a  
constraint on the people that need the water.  A $10.00 an hour employee to have  
monitoring things and going through in the winter time fixing stuff it is going to be a  
$29,000.00 bill.  Repairs, we’d be up a little higher, we’d have some money for capital  
improvements but at the same time, that’s going away from what we wanted to  
accomplish, and so, my thought, I might get shot for this but, I don’t think this is a good  
deal at all, (applause from council and audience).   
Thompson: Glenn Thompson, 247 North Kansas.  I dealt with Jeff a lot yesterday with  
this issue, went out to King Hill talked to them because I wanted to figure out where in  
the h__ we were and what we were doing and there’s a huge amount of problems  
facing us if we do this.  
Stevenson: Right now I am going to suggest that we table this. 
J.Wootan: First of all you’re realizing what King Hill Irrigation realized years ago.  We 
can’t afford to do the system and King Hill Irrigation is not going to be able to shoulder 
the burden of redoing the system.  If the city wants to develop their own system by all 
means go ahead but it’ll cost you more then what you got right now.  So, you got to face  
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the music either way, either go without water or we’re going to have to pay for it.  King 
Hill’s responsibility is to deliver water to the pipe and that’s all, they’ve just been helping 
out in town for a number of years, Gib mentioned that he messed that up when he 
started helping out in town and now King Hill feels responsible for that and so they’ve 
done that, but they’ve realized too that we can’t afford to redo the system, put pipe in 
town, anything for that matter, we also realize as a Board that it’s very very expensive to 
deliver water into town.   
Stevenson: I make a motion that we table this matter till a further date.   
Janousek: Second.  
Mayor Wills: Roll call vote, Thompson-aye, Stevenson-aye, Janousek-aye 
 
Item 9. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Mayor Wills: We’ve got trucks coming in with the potato plant and with harvest time, 
we’ve got a lot of campers that use Commercial, coming and going, there is a bottle 
neck of traffic on Commercial Street mostly between 1st Avenue and Cleveland.  If 
we’ve got people parking on both the east and west side of Commercial and then with 
trucks and camping groups coming both directions it’s a hazard.  In front of Southside 
Market, that’s been ‘No Parking’ on the west side of Commercial and what we are going 
to do, it’s been approved in the past, that we can have ‘No Parking’ on Commercial 
Street from the south side of the tracks clear to Cleveland.  The announcement is going 
to go on the water bills that are just going out to alert people and we need to let those 
businesses between south of the tracks to Cleveland.  We have asked the paper to get 
that information out and we are going to get signage up, to see if that will help relieve 
that.  Lt. Wade, once the information’s out to the public, we may need some help 
reminding people about that for a few weeks before we really need to get enforcement.  
On the east side they can park, on the west side they can’t.        
 
Item 10.  DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORT: 

A. Economic Development – Bonnie Layton: 
Layton: The Southwest Idaho Rural Development Board met today and I let them 
know, I called Connie Wills this weekend, I decided to take an opportunity to go back 
into the private sector.  The contract for my position is set to expire at the end of the 
month.  There will be announcements in the paper, advertising for my position within the 
next couple of weeks.  I handed in my letter today, saying that I wouldn’t be renewing 
the contract for next year.   
Mayor: Bonnie’s contract comes up on the 1st of October, and we have received 
the grant from Department of Commerce, Randy Shroll told me tonight the only 
stipulation that we have to be sure of is that all of the money that we get from the 
Department of Commerce goes to the salary of the person we hire and then over and 
above the Department of Commerce grant, the County Commissioners put in money,  
the city kicks in money and the Chamber kicks in a little bit of money and that all adds to 
that position.  We will be meeting and working on getting that advertisement going.  As 
a city we’ve worked it in our budget already, as if we were going to continue with Bonnie 
so there’s no change in our budget with it.  Randy assured me tonight that if we are  
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even the first of November getting a person in that position we’re okay to use that 
money for that eleven (11) months that are left in that contract time, it goes from 
October to October.   
Stevenson: That railroad agreement on the property, the lease agreement we were 
trying to work on.  Was that something that you had done as far as with the 
Revitalization Committee? 
Layton: Yes, I was working on that, I have the application filled out, I just need to 
send it over to them to make sure they were okay with what I had put together and what 
they were thinking.  It could probably be an agenda item for next city council meeting for 
you guys to review to approve, I guess submitting on the city’s behalf, it has to be 
signed by the Mayor. 
Mayor Wills: Right now it’s just the application for an agreement and then the railroad 
will get back with us.  We’ve already agreed to go ahead with the application. 
Layton: Then I guess I can just send it in.  What I explained to the Board is, I 
realize this is a transition and it will take a few weeks, I’m not going anywhere, I’m not 
changing my phone number, I want to make this as smooth as possible for everyone, 
I’ve really enjoyed working in the community, I think there’s a lot of wonderful people 
here and there’s a lot of potential in Glenns Ferry.  Professionally I’ve been in the public 
sector now for eight (8) years and been wanting to get back into the private sector and 
have some opportunity to do that.          

B. Police – Lieutenant Bobby Wade: 
C. Fire Chief – Derik Janousek: 
D. Public Works – Jeff Cook:  
E. Clerk/Treasurer – Debra Rowan 
F. City Engineer – Keller Associates, Inc – Donn Carnahan, PE: 

Carnahan: The Local Highway Technical Assistance Council has their applications 
out for publication, so my goal next council meeting will be working with Jeff and to bring 
you some ideas.   

G. Librarian – Jennifer Trail: 
H. Building Inspector – Vance Pruett: 
I. Airport/Manager – Justin Wootan:   
J. Southwest Idaho RC&D Council/Member – Ralph Jones: 

Jones: We had a meeting last Tuesday, quite a bit of discussion in that meeting.  
The emphasis of the BLM is not going to be as strong on their fire prevention and 
mitigation; it is going to be trying to develop strategies to use and utilize the roads, 
paragon was one of their projects and the funding cycle for them just came up for 
another three year cycle.  The organization is petitioning for refinancing from them and 
when that takes place a lot of these other projects that we’ve looked at before possibly 
could come in for funding.  As far as the Water Trail, they had a group of national and 
international entertainment specialist that take tour groups and do, that visited  
Celebration Park, very, very, well received.  I brought the minutes and the financial 
report to go in the file for this.     
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Item 11. ADJOURN: 
Janousek: I make motion we adjourn. 
Stevenson: Second.  
Mayor Wills: All in favor, all-ayes.   
 
 
 
City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm 
    
 
    
 
Approved by the City Council:    /    /     
 
 
 
      
Connie Wills – Mayor 
     Attest:         
                 Deb Rowan-Clerk/Treasurer 


	Connie Wills – Mayor

