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City of Glenns Ferry City Council Regular Meeting    September 13, 2016 
 
The regular City Council meeting of the City of Glenns Ferry was opened and called to 
order at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, September 13, 2016, by Mayor Connie Wills.  
 
Members Present: Robert Janousek, Larry Stevenson, Kenny Thompson, Susan Case, 
Mayor Connie Wills 
 
Staff Present:   Debra Rowan, Jeff Cook, Derik Janousek, Lt Wade 
   
Others Present: Aussie, Lyndia/Scott Smith, Annette/David Payne, Donna 
Carnahan, Ralph Jone, Jak Krieger, Kay Neeld, Tony Santare 
      
Item 1. OPEN MEETING / ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE: 
Mayor Wills:  I’d like to call the City Council meeting to order.    
Rowan took roll call: 
 
  X   Kenny Thompson            X   Robert Janousek 
  X   Larry Stevenson         X_   Susan Case 
     X   Mayor Connie Wills 
 
 
Item 2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Wills:  Join me in the Pledge of Allegiance please.    
    
Item 3.  MOTION TO:  Adopt Agenda: 
Janousek: I make motion to adopt agenda.  
Case:  Second.  
Mayor Wills: All in favor, all-ayes.  
 
Item 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: Please Sign In To Speak: (For informational 

purposes only on items not placed on the meeting agenda.  No 
actions or decisions can be made on public comments.  Please limit 
comments to three (3) minutes): 

Santare: Anthony Santare, the reason I’m here is, I’m not quite familiar with the  
nuances of the ordinances here.  I received a letter referring to a vehicle that’s parked in  
front of my property that isn’t mine and somehow I am responsible for it.   
The people who own the vehicle, their name is also on the letter so somebody had an  
inkling as to who it was and I’m just miffed that I would even be included in something  
like this.  On those kinds of ordinances I think you ought to divorce them from property,  
it’s motor vehicles.   
Kreiger: Jak Kreiger, 148 West 3rd Avenue, Glenns Ferry.  I would like to commend  
the city for the patching of the asphalt, what a wonderful thing, and for the crosswalks  
on the corner of Commercial and 1st Street, on all four sides.  I would like to share with  
you a report I received from the Elmore County Sheriff’s Office, July 6, 2016, (letter was  



Glenns Ferry City Council Regular Meeting 
September 13, 2016 
Page 2 of 8 
 
 
read).  I think in front of the houses the city is responsible for those weeds, so there’s a lot  
of weeds out there in the front and all of this stuff going on and I feel like I’m in a  
quagmire because I get the sheriff’s department and they are willing to help me but then  
they tell me, well the city wants to handle it, I’m hearing a lot of shuttle butt in the city  
because of all these letters that are sent out, yet I can’t get anybody to go over there  
and look at that property and do anything.  I’d like to know what I as a citizen of  
Glenns Ferry can do to help with the ordinances, if I have to be a code enforcer so be it.   
I am just up to my neck in this stuff that’s going on, we are making progress, evidence  
by the streets getting paved and the crosswalks and that kind of stuff but I don’t see why  
it’s a big deal for somebody to go out in their yard and pull weeds, I’m just having a hard  
time with that.   It doesn’t take money to pull weeds, if your old get somebody to help  
you but we’re going downhill, we’re not making any progress. 
Mayor Wills: I understand your frustration, it is very frustrating and we are working as  
we move forward and I see that you feel caught between in a catch 20/2 and we will  
work on it, I will work with the county as well as the city and see if we can help  
you out there.    
Krieger: Thank you. 
Jones: Ralph Jones, 206 West Idaho, Glenns Ferry.  Want to welcome back the  
Mayor, missed you.  We’re just talking about ordinances, I’m kind of in a quandaries  
why everyone that passed those ordinances and that is involved in the city and the city  
government isn’t necessarily abiding by them? 
The streets, I am happy that they are being redone.  We did have at our last council  
meeting, there was a project okayed for the repaving with the reclaimed asphalt of three  
streets, one of which was the one behind the Worldwide Equine.  That was my  
understanding of the conversations that happened and the authorization that the council  
gave to our public works director to proceed with those projects, putting reclaimed  
surface on those three streets, with the help of Valley Paving.  I came by the alley by  
Worldwide Equine this morning and it had been paved or watered with calcium chloride  
and that’s it.  That is a solution to the problem, of the dust, but that is a temporary  
solution, it’s not a long, long term solution.  My question is, why, when authorized,  
and go ahead with this work, did we switch gears and now we are not repaving it with  
reclaimed stuff, we put a band aid on something that we might have possibly gone  
through and fixed.  That’s the second busiest alley in this town.  I’m just a little taken  
back that we didn’t solve the problem as was authorized.   
Stevenson: Jeff, before he made that decision called me and when he explained to me  
the issue we were running into, I agreed with him.  We are going to fix that alley but it’s  
going to take a little more effort than what we thought.    
Cook: It worked into a time and expense figures.  To do the millings on there, we  
are going to have to excavate down the 4” to put them in, right now with the stuff we’ve  
got going on we do not have the time or the expense of doing that right now.  I was able  
to put a bandaid on it as you say for $800 and take care of that for the time being until  
we have the time and the funds to do that correctly.  
Jones: I would like to see that as a possible good priority including in your street  
repair and budget for next year because the council did authorize you to go ahead and  
spend money on that, so that should be slammed.  
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Stevenson: We didn’t realize at the time how far we were going to have to excavate  
that down to make it work the way we want and rather than do a messed up job we  
needed to fix it and do it right.  
Cook: It will be done in the future, yes.    
Mayor Wills: We appreciate it when the public can bring things to our attention and that  
we can help the public and also when they understand that we have to go with  
adjustments sometimes, if this were a perfect world then those things wouldn’t happen  
to us but they do and so we have to sometimes make decisions on the executive level,  
administrative level and do the best we can with the resources we have.   
Payne: I saw what was done, I was not aware that they had sprayed it with  
magnesium chloride.  Does that take care of size that we’re talking about, because it’s  
not a dust matter, it’s more than dust.     
Cook:  From what the applicator told me and the company told me, they said it 
should help lock it in and keep it there.   
Payne: Because I’m the one that raised the issue and I’m the one who needs to 
be dealt with on that and I’m still saddle with the cleanup of my property from before 
this, something that I’ll get to as my priorities change but I’m the one who has taken it in 
the teeth on this.    
 
Item 5. ITEMS MOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA FOR FURTHER    
  DISCUSSION: 
 
Item 6. MOTION TO:  Consent Agenda (Roll-Call Vote): 

A. Payables for August and September 2016: 
B. Payroll for August 2016: 
C. City Council Meeting Minutes for August 23, 2016: 
D. Library Board Meeting Minutes for July 28, 2016: 

Thompson: I make motion to accept the consent agenda.  
Case:  Second.  
Mayor Will: Roll call vote, Stevenson-aye, Thompson-aye, Janousek-aye, Case-aye 
 
Item 7.  PRESENTATION:  Association of Idaho Cities Youth Conference /          

Mayor’s Youth Counci Members, Brady Turner and Carlos Gastelum: 
Mayor Wills: I am glad to welcome our high school students that are on my Mayor’s  
Youth Council and I worked with them a little bit last year and so I would ask them to  
come to the microphone introduce themselves, this summer they went to a statewide  
mayor’s youth council meeting and they are going to give you a little report of what they  
learned and where we’re headed with it. 
the Mayor’s Youth Council, this is Carlos Gastelum, we went to a student government  
camp over the summer.  There is a lot of things about student government that we were  
astonished by. 
Gastelum: Just how the students were involved with community, how excited they 
were.    
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Turner: They were always trying to get into their community and try to get the best  
of what they could out of it.    
Mayor Wills: The conference they went to was a branch of the Association of Idaho  
Cities that they have for council people and mayors, other elected officials for the city to  
attend and so a branch of it is the Mayor’s Youth Council. 
Mayor Wills: There were kids from all over the state, mostly the Boise, Caldwell area.   
Gastelum: From Idaho Falls all the way to like Middleton.   
Mayor Wills: So you found a variety of ways that Mayor’s Youth Councils are actively  
participating in other cities? 
Turner: Yes, we came back with a lot of different ideas that I took notes on, such  
as, how to get events going, how to get recruitments anything from fundraising, how to  
get some money, how to just get our name out there, social media.    
Gastelum: There were schools of like 18 kids and then we were two students. 
Turner: They have groups of 60 kids.   
Stevenson: Are you the only two participating in Youth Council in Glenns Ferry? 
Mayor Wills: They are our officers right now and last year the girls that went recruited  
and they had a group and so these guys were in those girls group last year, and so,  
they were elected officers of that group this year so they are ready to recruit their group  
for this year and we’ll be meeting and getting them going with that now.  They won’t be  
the only ones, they are the officers that were elected last year.   
Case: Do you have a project in mind that maybe you’d like to move forward with.   
Turner: Some events, a kickoff party at the start of school, a dodge ball  
tournament. 
Mayor Wills: The girls that went last time, one of their projects was to work on our  
walking path.  Our next step is I am going to meet with them and we are going to lay out  
our plan.  The last years youth council leaders came up with bylaws and they voted on  
those bylaws and we have already ran them past our attorney and taken suggestions  
for them and so they’ll adopt any changes that the attorney and we’ll move forward with  
that.  For this conference they attended the students paid $100, the school paid $100,  
and we as a city paid $100 for each one of them, that’s what we did last year and that’s  
what we do. It shows investment from them personally as well as from the school, as  
well as from the city.  A year ago when we sent the girls, the city council voted on doing  
that so we just use that as the standard that we incorporated this year.        
     
Item 8.     DISCUSSION/MOTION:  Advertisement for construction bids for West  

     Garfield Project: 
Carnahan: Don Carnahan with Kellar & Associates. One question that we would like 
to introduce to the council, on the Garfield Project originally it was going to be water and 
sewer and by means of the construction of that the roadway needs to be replaced, I  
think that’s the way the project was originally envisioned, we got the project design now 
the question came up, the American Disability Act requiring access to public facilities  
and as you know right now there are a lot of corners that are not accessible because 
there’s not a ramp or the ramps do not meet the current standards, so, we’ve asked 
through Jeff and through the city attorney, Jill (Holinka), we’ve asked what we should do  
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for the design, should we put it back the way it is, not meeting standards or should we 
make the improvements to the current ADA standards?  We didn’t forward Jill’s 
(Holinka) comments, she did not weigh in and say yes you need to or no, you shouldn’t, 
she basically said that there are provisions for cities to say that it’s an undo hardship on 
the city to put those pedestrian ramps in.  So, I think we would just like to and we can 
provide you some more information and get your input on what we should or shouldn’t 
do for those pedestrian ramps.   
Mayor Wills: Could we have information of the difference in cost one way to the other, it 
doesn’t make sense to me, personally, if we have the finances for it to do it the wrong 
way.   
Carnahan: Yeah we’re fine tuning the cost estimate but right now for those pedestrian 
ramps we’d probably be another 40 to 50 thousand dollars which would exceed the 
budget that the city has and right now without those ramps we’re probably a little bit 
under there but we’re still making some changes and looking at some things.  Actually, 
the application season is just arriving through LHTAC,  (Local Highway Technical 
Assistance Council), there’s some workshops you may have been emailed about.  
There are some grants for doing some roadway improvement that can include some 
pedestrian facilities and some things like that. 
Thompson: Would it be wise for us to apply even though we may go ahead with the 
project?   
Carnahan: Potentially, the timing probably doesn’t work out very well with this project 
because the schedule, as you would apply this fall and if you get ranked then you would 
get put on a list for the following year to get the money, so the timing of that wouldn’t 
work.  
So I just want to bring that up and we don’t have to decide right now, the advertisement, 
we got the 95% plans, we’ve got some comments, we’ve made some revisions, the next 
step is to submit them to DEQ and it takes them short of a week or take them 4 or 5 
weeks to do that, so that’s why it ties in the advertisement for bid, we can go ahead and 
get authorization to do that and just kind of see how this plays through and see what 
you guys want to do. 
Mayor Wills: Thanks for bringing that up.  I think that we should set, if at all possible if 
we can find the funding, that we should set a standard of doing it right, rather than going 
back and redoing it.   
Case: I think on numerous levels it behooves the city to do that because we’re going to 
do it anyway, why do it wrong, 2) why would you not want to accommodate people with 
disabilities and 3) there is a legal nightmare ahead of you for people who might have 
disabilities that need those accesses. 
Mayor Wills: I think our answer here is to find out how we can get that extra funding 
and do it right.   
Stevenson: You’re thinking somewhere around 40 to 50,000 to do it.  
Carnahan: Yes, extra, above and beyond what the normal, it’d be very similar of what 
you’ve seen on locations along your roads here.  Their 2 or $3,000, $4,000 a piece and 
if you’ve got the five (5) blocks, I think there’s fourteen (14) ped. ramps we would need,  
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we can do a little better cost estimating then that but that a round number it seemed like 
it would be around the 40+ thousand dollars.   
Mayor Wills: Are we pretty much in agreement that we need to just find the money? 
All-ayes.  
Janousek: I make motion to advertise for bids.  
Thompson: Second.  
Mayor Wills: All in favor, Thompson-aye, Stevenson-aye, Case-aye, Janousek-aye     
 
Item 9. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
Mayor Wills: I’d like to just say, it’s really good to be back. It was a long, long summer.  
I hope I never lose another season like I lost this season.  I’d like to thank you guys for 
running the city so well in my absence. Councilman Stevenson for staying in touch with 
me, conducting meetings and agendas.  For City Hall staff to keep things going, staying 
in touch with me, it did make it all work and I really appreciate it and I’m glad to be back, 
so, thank you very much for that.   
Case:  I hate to put Jeff on the spot, I was curious, time, people and resource 
wise, is there any way we maybe assist them with the clean up that they have ahead of 
them due to or is that something we can’t do? 
Cook:  I guess it depends on what needs to be done.  It wouldn’t be a big deal to 
try take the sweeper in and clean up the parking lot, try to take that stuff up with the 
sweeper. 
Payne: Could I request that the caution tape stay up until we get it cleaned?  It’s a 
minor source of irritation, I have to tell you, that, that is a public parking lot although it’s 
private property but the caution tape may help while we do some clean up.  
Thompson:  Jeff you guys were patching 3rd Street, I was asked why you didn’t fix that 
piece of gravel that’s on that hill?  
Cook:  It was in the plans to do that, we just had run out of time.  Depending on 
what happens tomorrow because we got another 15 ton coming in the morning to finish 
up down on Kansas and a couple other spots, if it doesn’t rain my plan is we wanted to 
do a one leveling course over on the south side of the tracks where it’s starting to 
alligator up pretty good, so if it rains we’re going over there, if it doesn’t rain we’re going 
to put it on Commercial.  It may be another year but the rain has to do with if we only put 
the tac oil down to get the new asphalt to stick to the old.  It’s on the list, if things 
happen right, one way or the other we may still get it done.   
Case:  Can I ask one more question, where are we on the King Hill Irrigation 
District Contract? 
Stevenson: I wish I had an answer to that.  I am so frustrated and I’m not blaming 
anybody.  I talked to Jill (Holinka) twice and she hasn’t been able to get it.  As far as I 
understand it’s with their lawyer, (King Hill Irrigations) in their hands, to get things 
worked out.  So help me I’m going to try to have an answer next council meeting.  There  
has been a lot of things going on, we’ve had a lot of things happen but somehow before 
next council meeting I’m going to try to get an answer to that question.   All we are 
waiting for is for King Hill Irrigation to say, this is our contract you take it to the city and  
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have them approve it, that’s all we’re waiting for and I have not been able to get that 
accomplished.   
 
Item 10.  DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORT: 

A. Economic Development – Bonnie Layton:  
B. Police – Lieutenant Bobby Wade: 

Thompson: What’s going on with all the vandalisms and stuff that’s going on, do you 
have any idea? 
Lt. Wade: We are aware of the situation.  We talked with the C.O.P.’s and they are 
going to get some patrols out at night.  I don’t know if you want to try to get your Glenns 
Ferry Neighbor Watch Program back up and going again, that may help.  We are out 
here being seen. There was two businesses that left their doors in-secured in this time 
period, so keep an eye out for yourselves and help each other, if you see something 
that just gives you that indication, that don’t look right, you probably need to call us.   

C. Fire Chief – Derik Janousek: 
Payne: Regarding the burn bans, with the recent rains and the mitigating of the 
temperatures, any considerations that you’ve heard of from the county and/or state? 
DJanousek: I posed the question to them Friday and I haven’t got a response back.  

D. Public Works – Jeff Cook:  
Cook:  I am going to the Water/Waste Water Conference next week, I’ll leave 
Tuesday and be out the rest of the week at that.     

E. Clerk/Treasurer – Debra Rowan 
Stevenson: I would like to make a comment.  Most of you see Debbie wearing a neck 
brace, she was having some surgery done that needed to be done at the same time 
Connie was out and I know that she spent some evenings and time down here when 
she was in a lot of pain and I want to commend her for the things that she did.  She 
always tried to get me the answers that I needed and I know that it wasn’t easy.  I want 
you to know that I really appreciate that.   
Rowan: Thank you Larry.    

F. City Engineer – Keller Associates, Inc – Donn Carnahan, PE: 
G. Librarian – Jennifer Trail: 
H. Building Inspector – Vance Pruett: 
I. Airport/Manager – Justin Wootan:   
J. Southwest Idaho RC&D Council/Member – Ralph Jones: 

Jones:  I do have a comment on the airport and economic development 
along with my report.   
Airport-I know we scheduled surveying to square off our section so that the people that 
are farming each one, they were going to trade.  I wonder where that is at this point and 
time.    
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We need an update on where the road relocation with the State Park is, that was 
something over two years ago, and we discussed that, with parks and aeronautics 
group, it was in the works then, what’s happened to it, where are we with that? 
Economic Development-I was at the plant, the fellow that’s the new COO and manager 
of the plant is a former friend of mine from Twin Falls.  They just bought equipment to 
install a fresh pack organic line that they hope to have up and running by one 
November.  
Stevenson: As far as the airport and the road out there, I’m not making excuses for 
anybody but Justin Wootan knows that stuff and he’s got it down but he has had a huge  
issue with family matters, a boy that’s had some illnesses and he is a farmer and this is 
the busiest time of the year but I will try to get some answers from him, have him here 
our next council meeting or at least get some answers because I am interested myself 
in where we are at with that road and also the property out there.   
Mayor Wills: Thank you Larry for taking that on.  On the part that they are farming, they 
are paying us, they are leasing, we do have a contract with them.     
 
Item 11. ADJOURN: 
Janousek: I make motion to adjourn.  
Stevenson: Second.  
Mayor Wills: All in favor, all-ayes.  
 
 
City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm 
    
 
    
 
Approved by the City Council:    /    /     
 
 
 
      
Connie Wills – Mayor 
     Attest:         
                 Deb Rowan-Clerk/Treasurer 


	Connie Wills – Mayor

